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U.S. assists in
book delivery

By U.S. Marine Corps
Staff Sergeant Amy L. Forsythe
CJCMOTF PAO

KABUL, Afghanistan— Nearly 100 col-
lege-level textbooks and journals were de-
livered to Kabul University chancellor’s of -
fice Sunday. The scientific and medical
books made their way from northern Cali-
fornia to Kabul with the help of the U.S.
military and the persistence of Khorshied
Nusratty, an Afghan-American television
news reporter for Fox News on assignment
inKabul.

The books and journals were gathered
and donated by the California Section of
the American Chemical Society at the re-
quest of Dr. Igor Sobolev, aformer chemis-
try professor at University of California at
Berkley and a close friend of the Nusratty
family.

The shipment originated from TravisAir
ForceBase, Cdlif., and flownto BagramAir
Base, Afghanistan on a space available ba-
sis. Nusratty made contact in January with
BagramAir Base, the Civil Military Coordi-
nation Center and the Public Affairs Office
at the Coalition Joint Civil-Military Opera-
tions Task Force in Kabul to inquire about
getting the books offloaded and delivered
to theright place.

Thebookswere stored at the CICMOTF
compound until thedelivery could be made.
Staff Sgt. Juanita Saez, 403 Civil Affairs
Battalion, Mattydale, NY, accompanied
Nusratty to the campus to drop-off the
books. They were received by the director
of the chancellor’s office, Mohammed
Muktar, and delivered to the Faculty of
Nature and Science.

Saez, from Alameda, Cdlif., isagraduate

— SeeBOOK DROP, PageA3

Caring packages...

The East End Elementry School in Easley, S.C. sent soldiers here some items to help them
through their deployment. The itemsinclude candy, food, hygiene items, lotion and letters.
The first through fifth grade school sent nine boxes, totaling $3,000. To pick up a bag of
goodiesvisit the chapel, Motel 6 or the Red Cross.

Photo by Spc. Debralee P. Crankshaw

Challenges remain for re-up

By Spc. Jim Wagner
109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHAR AIR FIELD,Afghanistan
— While the non-stop operations tempo of
training and recall alertsat the 82™ Airborne
Division in Fort Bragg, N.C., would have
some soldiers looking for a way out after
their enlistment term, deployment to Af-
ghanistan is having the opposite effect.

Thechallengeremains, however, for ca-
reer counselors to get first-term and mid-
careeriststo sign up for another hitchinthe
Army.

Sincearriving roughly four months ago
Master Sgt. Joseph Wolfe, the senior bri-
gade career counselor at Kandahar, said his
staff hasre-enlisted 130 soldiers. Last quar-
ter, he added, they were 12 percent over the
mission goal for the brigade.

That might not seem like much at face
value, but the pressure to get first-term sol-
dierswho only joined for the Gl Bill, or to get
mid-careerists to stay onboard despite very
little incentive to do so, can be a challenge.

Part of the answer to the re-enlistment
challenge, Wolfe said, can be found in the
deployments the 82™ has endured the past
severa years.

“I’ve found that you get (soldiers) do-
ing what they’ ve been trained to do, they’re
more apt to re-enlist,” Wolfe said. “First-
termers are the hardest to get; they comein
for the Gl Bill and the bonuses, and after
their four yearsthey want to go on to bigger
and better things.”

There's still alot of work involved get-
ting soldiers to reenlist, according to Staff

See RE-UP, PageA6



Page A2 % Freedom Watch < May 10, 2003

WO rld Ne W (Compiled from CNN.com)

President Bush receives an honorary doctor of
law degree from the University of South Caro-
lina in Columbia on Friday.

Bush proposes Mideast free-
trade zone

COLUMBIA, S.C.— TheUnited States
will useits“influence and idealism” to “re-
place old hatred with new hopes’ in the
Middle East, establishing a free-trade zone
with countriesin the region within adecade
andworking toimprovetheir educational and
legal systems, President Bush said Friday.

“Reformersinthe Middle East are gain-
ing influence, and the momentum of freedom
isgrowing,” Bushtold graduates at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in a commence-
ment address. “We have reached a moment
of tremendous promise, and the United States
will seizethat moment for the sake of peace.”

“The way forward to the Middle East is
not amystery. Itisamatter of will and vision
and action. The way forward depends on
serving theinterests of theliving, instead of
settling the accounts of the past.”

The president also said the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, showed that
reform in the Middle East is directly in the
U.S. national interest.

“The bitterness of that region can bring
violence and suffering to our own cities. The
advance of freedom and peaceintheMiddle
East would drain thisbitternessand increase
our own security,” he said.

Bush made hisremarksthe same day that
Secretary of State Colin Powell left for the
Middle East to discussa U.S.-backed “road
map” for the peace process with regional

leaders, including new Palestinian Prime
Minister Mahmoud Abbas, whoispopularly
known asAbuMazen, and |sraeli PrimeMin-
ister Ariel Sharon.

The president said Powell will carry his
“personal commitment” to work “without tir-
ing” toward establishment of an indepen-
dent Palestinian state, living side-by-sidein
peacewith lsragl.

Cleveland police: University
gunman in custody

CLEVELAND, Ohio— Seven hoursaf-
ter a gunman entered a building at Case
Western Reserve University and began fir-
ing — killing at least one person — police
said they had him in custody and were re-
uniting dozens of terrified people with their
families.

“We have amale in custody, and at this
time we believe he is either the shooter or
one of the shooters,” Cleveland Police Chief
Edward Lohn said. He had no details of the
arrest.

Lohn said about 70 people had been
pinned inside the building while the gun-
man roamed inside, and “amost al” of them
had been escorted out.

“We have trained for this and tonight,
hopefully, thisis over and it has been con-
cluded,” Lohn said.

Officials said one man waskilled and at
least 10 others were wounded in the inci-
dent, inwhich faculty, studentsand staff hid
under desks and barricaded their doors to
hide from the gunman.

Janice Guhl, aspokeswoman for Univer-
sity Hospital, said the victim wasa 30-year-
old man from Youngstown, Ohio, who was
studying for a master’s degree. He died at
the scene, she said.

Passengers sucked from
plane in midflight

KINSHASA, Congo—Asmany as 140
soldiers, wives and their children were
sucked out of a Russian-made cargo plane
when the aircraft’s rear door flew open dur-
ing aflight over the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Detailsof what happened arestill unclear.

Thegovernment said seven peopleflew from
the IL-76, but wire services are reporting a
much higher death toll.

Daniel Wangisha, a Reuters cameraman,
told CNN that one of the surviving passen-
gers reported that as many as 140 passen-
gerswere missing. Immigration officials at
theairport told him later Friday that as many
as 400 people boarded the plane Thursday
night.

Two officials at the airport in Congo’s
capital, Kinshasa, separately told The As-
sociated Pressthat at least 129 people were
feared dead. Survivors described being bat-
tered by swirling baggage and cargo as the
cabin lost pressure.

The planewas carrying membersof Presi-
dent Joseph K abila's special guard and their
wives and children, Wangishatold CNN.

The privately-owned 11-76 had appar-
ently been chartered to fly Congolese police
force members and their families from
Kinshasa to the southeastern city of
L ubumbashi — Congo’s second-biggest and
hometo alargemilitary base.

It was not known how many peoplewere
on the plane or whether they had seats or
seatbelts, the AP reported. People in Africa
often travel on modified cargo planes that
have few seats, leaving most passengers to
craminamong their belongingsintherear of
theaircraft.

U.S., Britain seek to run Iraq
for at least a year

UNITED NATIONS — The U.S.-sup-
ported resolution that would lift aimost all
U.N. sanctions on Iraq also calls for the
United States and Britain to run the country
for at least ayear, according to acopy of the
draft resolution that CNN obtained.

Under the draft resolution, which the
United States, Britain and Spain co-spon-
sored, all sanctions would be lifted except
for the ban on arms salesto Irag.

Theresolution would classify the United
States and Britain as “ occupying powers,”
giving them certain authority and responsi-
bilities under international law such as pro-
viding security and ensuring that Iragis are
treated humanely.
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of California State University at Hayward
and is an advocate for Afghans getting a
higher education. Saez, who's been in Af-
ghanistan for six months, said, “Delivering
those textbooks was one of the best hu-
manitarian assistance missions I've been
on so far.”

Nusratty, who was born and raised in
northern California, isagraduate of the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles with
majors in Communications and Theater
Arts. Nusratty’s reporting assignment in
Kabul has given her afirst-hand observa-
tion of the devastation and suffering of
Afghan people. It's also shown her the
compassion of American and other coali-
tion service membersworking here.

“It's been an education to see how
good-hearted everyone is,” Nusratty said.
She hopes to be the conduit for further
book donations to the campus and feels
thisisjust the beginning of prosperity for
young people in Kabul.

The textbooks and journals are written
in English but are very useful to the teach-
ers and students who have limited re-
sources, she said. Kabul University has
seen some of the most turbulent times, al-
though it’s been a hub of culture, growth
and power since its establishment.

Kabul University is the largest educa-
tional institution in Afghanistan. It was es-
tablished in 1932 inthe eastern part of Kabul
in the K ote Sangee neighborhood. Several
schools, faculty, have been gradually es-
tablished over the years. Faculty of Law
and Political Science (1938), Natural Science
(1941), Economy (1957), Agriculture (1962),
Education (1962), Engineering (1962) and
Pharmacy (1963).

Inthe 1960's, Kabul University became
acenter for political movement aswell asa
training ground for the future political lead-
ership. According to an online BBC News
article by Alan Johnson dated December
19, 2001, stated that “ The students had first
class libraries and laboratories, but the
country beyond the university was one of
the world’s most backwards.”

Johnson also reported, “ The University
was one of Asia's finest. The elite of Af-
ghanistan passed through its doors. The
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Army Staff Sgt. Juanita Saez, 403 Civil Affairs Battalion, Mattydale, N.Y., assisted in the delivery
of the books on behalf of CJICMOTF who stored the books for weeks until they could be delivered.

campus was built mostly with American
money, with British and French professors
who taught in buildings linked by gardens
and tree-lined avenues.”

Thisisaplace where fine young minds
gathered on campus, hungry for ideas that
could bring rapid change. “ Somelooked to
Soviet-style Communism for asolution, oth-
erswere drawn to Chinaand Maoism, and
still others believed that the answerslay in
political Islam,” Johnson’s article went on
toexplain.

After several campus demonstrations,
fights and eventually some deaths, the po-
litical future of the university and the coun-
try was uncertain. InApril 1978, the com-
munist revolution would change the uni-
versity and Afghanistan forever.

Students and professors said goodbye
to Western academic friends as the Rus-
sians moved in. But the university’'s
troublesreally began after the Mujahuddin
guerillas captured Kabul and the university
in the spring of 1992. “Laboratory equip-
ment was smashed and sold for scrap,
|andmines were strewn in the campus gar-
dens and dead bodies were stuffed down
wells,” according to Johnson’s article.

The campus became a stronghold for
many groups and due to heavy fighting
among various Mujahuddin groups most

of the buildings were damaged or burned.
The equipment and furniture were stolen or
sold as scrap.

The university had barely begun to re-
cover from the impact of factional fighting
when the Taliban took control of Kabul,
along with the campus, in 1995. Inlinewith
their almost total ban on femal e education,
femaleswere barred from all building. Ad-
ditionally, the academic diversity wasdras-
tically narrowed.

Eventually, the campuswas closed com-
pletely by the Taliban in 1996 and what
equipment, furniture and books remained
were sold for food or burned to keep them
warm through the winter months. There
was no el ectricity or water servicefor nearly
10 years, so signs of massive destruction
gtill remain.  However, over the last 18
months since the War on Terrorism began,
professors and students alike have retuned
to the campusin hopes of restoring itsonce
prestigious reputation.

CICMOTF recently reconstructed the Fac-
ulty of Pharmacy in February 2003 at acost of
$60,000 and continues to nominate projects
that will improve the conditions for young
adultsstriving for ahigher education. A grand
opening ceremony is scheduled for the Vet-
erinary College, a$130,000 project, May 18 &t
0730Z at the university campus.
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No findings, still success for ‘White Devils’

Story and photos by
Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke
11 Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHARAIR FIELD, Afghanistan
— The second phase of Operation Vigilant
Guardian kicked off from Kandahar Air Field
May 1 with paratroopers from 2" Battal-
ion, 504" Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82"
Airborne Division out of Fort Bragg, N.C.,
leading their convoy towards Spin Buldak

near the Pakistan border.

The “White Devils’ traveled through
the dusty desert night on amission to find
and destroy weapon caches, seek out a
suspected anti-aircraft missile and anti-
coalitionmilitia.

The routine mission for the para-
troopers brought slim expectations.

“No one ever knows,” said Platoon ser-
geant, Sergeant 1% Class Joseph Johnson,
B Co. 2/504" said about what he anticipated

A girl watches as paratrooper s get ready to search her village home.

’
L™ .
A man standsin the door of hishome, which is soon to be searched.

i

for the mission.

In the course of three days, the soldiers
searched through various villages in the
vicinity of Spin Buldak including Shadizay,
Kshatamil and Loy Kalay.

Although they didn’t find anything
they were seeking, other than a couple of
mortar rounds, the“Devils” still proved the
operation’s success by performing their job
by avoiding complacency and safely re-
turning to Kandahar Air Field late May 3.

¥ . { i
A tired paratrooper takes a break during a vil-
lage search.

The villages searched during Operation
Vigilant Lightning phase 2 included the
area around Spin Buldak.



The beauty behind the burga

Just my
Opinion
Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke

11" Public Affairs
Detachment

Braded hair, black eyeliner, jingling brace-
letsand henna-clad fingersof Afghanwomen
are not seen by many soldiers, smply be-
causeof their Mudim culture— awayshid-
ing under the burga.

Soldiers routinely conduct village
searches, which entails searching people of
the village. As part of the searches, soldiers
ask the people to have al the women and
children to go to oneroom whilethe areais
being searched. Because of past incidents
where women hid weapons under their
burgas, Army females are more commonly
being added to the passenger list for opera-
tions. Usualy military police.

When | was tasked to go on a mission
recently, asajourndigt, | thought my primary
jobwould beto take picturesand set up inter-
views likel wastrainedtodo. But | redizel am
asoldier and | must do what | am needed to
do. The last couple of operations| went on |
wasneededto hepout with searchingfemales.

“Peace. | an awoman. | have to search
you,” | said in Pashto as | entered the dark
roomstaking off my helmet and sun-glasses
to show the scared and innocent | was afe-
mde

Usudly thetwo- tothree-year oldswould
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start crying and they would latch ontotheir
mother’s beaded burgas. Despite the lan-
guagebarrier, | would ask themthrough ges-
turesto stand up and spread their arms.

Some looked directly in my eyes as |
searched them, while others tried to hide
undernesth their robes. Somewereshy and
giggled as | patted down on their shoul-
ders. They would pull out metal containers
with beadsfromtheir dressessequined with
colors of blue, red, purple, pink and neon
variations.

Of course | had my camerawith me. |
wanted to take pictures, but | didn’t want to
upset any of them. They werebeautiful, yet
50 hidden. It is something | don’t under-
stand as an American and as someonewho
doesn't follow theMudim'’slifestyleinthe
Middle East and central Asa

Although | didn’t totally understand
what they were saying, | knew they were
tryingtotell me, “ See, | wasn't hiding any-
thing,” after | wasfinished.

A couple of times | met women who
looked just like Russians. | asked through
gesturesif | could take their picture. “No,
no,” they would reply in Pashto.

| wished | wasafly onthewall that could
just snap away and | would then be ableto
show theworldtheir beauty. Butall | could
do was say thanks for cooperating and |
would leave them in their dark huts where
their beauty remains to be seen strictly by
their families, military police females and
maybeafemaemilitary journalist fromtime
totime.

STREET TALK

What isthe best Mother’s Day
present you’ ve ever given/received?

“l took my mother out to
eat and we spent the whole
day together.”
Spc.Jonathan Burrell
Co. B, 50" Sig. Bn.

Fort Bragg, N.C.

“Flowers.”

Sgt. Troy Gray
Co. A, 2-505" PIR
Fort Bragg, N.C.

“Last year, my two sons
cooked me breakfast in
bed.”

Carol Lower

PX Manager

“Homemade cards when |
was a kid.”

Airmen 1%t Class
Charles Stevenson
455" Expeditionary

Operations Group
Vandengerg AFB, Calif.
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CENTCOM's Gen. Franks: ‘lIrag’s best days ... yetto come’

By Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Fifty-two days after President Bush gave
the go-ahead for military actionin Irag, the Army general who led
the campaign stood in the Pentagon today and spoke of themission’s
SUCCESSES.

“Today, the Iragi people no longer live in fear of aregime of
Saddam Hussein,” Gen. Tommy Franks, commander of theU.S. Cen-
tral Command, told reporters. “ Key regimefigures are being brought
to justice every day, one by one.”

Other high points of coalition interventionin Irag:
¢ Coalition forces have removed “hundreds of tons’ of weapons
and ammunition from schools, residential neighborhoods and reli-
gious sites.

e |ragi children are returning to school.
* Basic services, such as healthcare, water and electrical power, are
being restored throughout the country.

“And nationsinthe Red Seaand ... the Gulf region areno longer
threatened by aregimein Iraq that attacked neighbors twice in the
last 20 years,” Franks said.

Coalition forces are also working with the government of Ku-
wait to find some 600 Kuwaiti citizens still missing from Irag’'s 1990
invasion of its southern neighbor.

According to CENTCOM officialsin southern Irag, expertsare
“exploiting” amassgravefound near Samawah. Evidence at the site
led the experts to believe the remains could be those of missing
Kuwaitis.

Franks noted that Iragi citizens are forming local governments
and town councils. “Iraq’s best days are yet to come,” he said.

He echoed President Bush’'s May 1 comments aboard the air-
craft carrier USSAbraham Lincoln returning from the Gulf that major
combat operationsin Irag areover. But, Franks cautioned, American
troops “still stand in harm’sway.”

AnAmerican soldier from the Army’s 5" Corpswaskilled in a
bold daylight shooting in eastern Baghdad Thursday. CENTCOM
officialsin Iraq said the soldier was directing traffic at about 1 p.m.
local time “when he was approached and shot by an unknown at-
tacker with apistol.” The attacker escaped.

“1 have every expectation that we will continue to see pockets of
resistance, and we will see pockets of instability, and we will come
across difficult situations in the weeks and in the months ahead,”
Franks said. “But our forces are up to the task.”

RE-UP, fromPageA1l

Sgt. Shawn Joyce, acareer counselor for the
3 Battalion, 504" Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment.

Hefindsthe mid-careerist to be the most
challenging of thethree categories (first term,
mid-careerist and careerist) of soldiersup for
re-enlistment. What makesit so difficult, he
said, to re-enlist mid-careeristsisthat under
current policy they are not offered the op-
tion they desire.

“Being assigned to a rapid deployment
division canreally wear down your family,”
he said. “It’'s a hard decision when you’'ve
got afamily to think about also.”

Sgt. Tim LaPraire, apractical nursewith
the 307" L ogistics Task Force, signed up for
five more years through Kandahar career
counselor Staff Sgt. Joel Lucero for the
chanceto attend thelicensed practical nurse

oath Wednesday.
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Sgt. Timothy LaPraire, a practical nursein the 307" Logistics Task Force, gives hisre-enlistment

course offered at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.
Although he successfully challenged the
board at the State of Texas for an LPN li-
cense in the state, heis not eligible to prac-
ticeat civilian hospital swithout completing
an approved LPN course.

He could have, LaPraire said, got out at
the end of hisenlistment term and practiced

at a government hospital, but thought the
Army schooling would pay off bigger divi-
dendsin the long term.

“(The Army’s) got its ups and downs,”
he said. “You just have to keep pushing at
it”

Making sure the soldier has more ups
than downs is the responsibility of the

soldier’sleadership, said Joyce. Good lead-
ership, the career counselor said, is critical
in getting someone to reenlist.

“Re-enlistment is a direct reflection of
command climate,” Joyce said. “The fact
that (ours) was the top producing brigade
for three out of four quartersfor Fiscal Year
2003 adds proof to that statement.”
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Bagram, Afghanistan

Vietham CMH recipient comes to Bagram

Pfc. Christina Carde
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — With rounds
whipping by his head and the sound of sol-
diers screamsringing in his ears, 19 year-
old Spec. Alfred Rascon, the reconnai ssance
platoon’sonly medic, collected histhoughts
and suppressed his fears to treat his fallen
comrades.

Although seriously wounded from gun-
shots and shrapnel, Rascon proceeded to
do the only thing he could to protect his
buddies from certain death — covered their
bodies with his own to protect against the
Vietnamesefire. Little did Rascon know, his
valiant efforts on that day would win him
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

Morethan 36 years|ater, Director of the
Selective Service System Alfred Rascon is
back on active duty after retiring threetimes.
His mission, to encourage today’s troops
fighting the war on the “quiet front” and to
let them know they haven’t been forgotten.

“1 resigned my commission as director
of the Selective Service System in February
and left my job as officer of the Surgeon
General Army in the Pentagon to return to
activeduty,” said M. Alfred Rascon. “With
everything going on in theworld I couldn’t
just sit around and do nothing, so when Lt.
Gen. (Dan) McNeill gave me the opportu-
nity to come and talk to thetroops| took it.”

Sincehisarrival to Afghanistanin April,
Rascon has met with servicemembers from
Bagram, Kandahar, K2 and other locations
to boost their morale and encourage
wounded troops.

“1 have met with a couple soldiers, one
who lost part of his foot due to alandmine
and another whowasinvolvedin afirefight,”
said Rascon. “To see the pride and honor in
their eyeswhen | walked into their hospital
rooms almost brought me to tears. It re-
minded meof how little differencethereisin

Courtesy photo

Maj. Alfred Rascon, Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient.

these troops and the ones | served with de-
cades ago.”

After being deployed on severa differ-
ent fronts and having traveled al over the
world, Rascon said American
servicemembersaretill the most selflessand
loyal he's ever encountered.

“The only difference between today and
yesterday’smilitary isthe advantage of tech-
nology,” said Rascon. “The soldier, Marine,
airman and sailor of today have the same
heart and spirit of troops from 30 years ago.
The way wars are fought may change, but
the character theindividual swho fight them,
remainsthe same.”

Even though Rascon’swar fighting days
are over, herelives them everyday through
theeyesof thewarriorshetalksto on adaily
basis.

“Not a day goes by that | don't think
back to the day my true comradery was put
tothetest,” said Rascon. “It doesn’t matter
if you're white or black, short or tall, when
you're in the heat of battle, bleeding from
gunshot and shrapnel wounds, all that mat-
tersiswho you are right then, not who you
were before. Loyalty and courage aren’t
measured by medals or awards but by the
people who can face the sacrifice when
things get ugly.”

As a reward for “facing the sacrifice’
during the Vietnam War, Rascon was nomi-

nated to receive the highest honor available
toaU.S. servicemember —afact that remained
unknown to him for more than three decades.

“1 went to an airborne reunion in Wash-
ington in 1995, where | met up with some
NCOs (noncommissioned officers) from my
reconnaissance platoon in Vietnam,” said
Rascon.

“1 remember one of them asking me ‘' so
how doesit feel to be aMedal of Honor re-
cipient? When| told him | didn’t know what
he was talking about they decided to inves-
tigate.”

“It turns out | was nominated for the
CMH in 1966, but the paperwork was|ost,”
he said. “Due to the perseverance of those
NCOs, seven years later | was sitting in the
White House listening to President (Bill)
Clinton speak at my CMH ceremony.”

As Rascon sat before a panel of sena
tors, congressman and his commander and
chief, he thought back to atime before his
military career, when an honor like thiswas
just adream.

“As | sat through the ceremony, I
couldn’'t help but ponder the irony of what
was happening,” said Rascon. “Here | was,
aMexican-bornimmigrant from the ghettos
of Southern California, receiving the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor from the Presi-
dent of the United States. It was definitely
an accomplishment to be proud of.”

As President Clinton spoke of all
Rascon’s achievements, asmall yet signifi-
cant statement stood out the most.

“President Clinton mentioned an event
inmy lifewhen | was about seven or eight,
when | made my own parachute, jumped of f
the roof of my house and broke my hand,”
said Rascon. “Around the same time, | re-
member aU.S. soldier givingmeapatchwith
parachute wings on it before he went off to
the Korean War. | have been airbornedriven

See RASCON, Page B4
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50 Cent, still

hungry after 4
million records

MTV — “No matter

3]

how successful you are or

how far you get into the limelight,” 50 Cent
insists, “you still gotta take precautions.”

And tonight in New Jersey, nobody is

safer than the rapper born Curtis Jackson.

Onstage at the Asbury Park Convention

50 Cent

Center, 50 isflanked by about 30 members of
his G-Unit crew, most of them wearing bul-
letproof vests. “ G-Unitinthe house!” atop-
less50vyells.

However, many of 50'sfriendsarenotin
the house. They’re stuck outside, being
hassled by cocky security guards at the VIP
entrance. “ You know what they’ re checking
for, right?’ aguard asksone of them. “ Guns.”

Around the other side of the building,
those who only know 50 through his music
are having a harder time getting in, despite
having paid to see the show. The fire mar-
shal has declared the venue is filled to ca-
pacity.

50 Live At Hot 97 Block Party

Thelesson for tonight is, if you want to
seethe MC who makes fun of wankstas, get
there early. As king of the streets and the
charts, 50'sin demand in away the hip-hop
world seldom sees. The 26-year-old is that
rare artist whose music and image reverber-
ate beyond his genre without too much ef-

fort or consequencefrom hiscore, thrusting
him into the role of reluctant pop star.

But 50 Cent isadifferent kind of reluc-
tant pop star. Like his bosses, fellow street-
credible pop stars Eminem and Dr. Dre, 50
has piqued the buying public’sinterests not
by asking for the masses' acceptance, but
by making melodies and rhythms that hyp-
notize and by telling stories so vividly and
effortlessly that they resonate universally.

AndlikeDreand Em, 50 hasn't forgotten
hisroots. He's still making mixtapes, doing
street remixes of other artists' current hits,
andwhen he'sreally feeling atune, like Busta
Rhymes “1 Know What You Want,” he re-
makes the whole song so it sounds like his
own. DJs and fans are sticking to their MO
aswell, embracing everything he puts out.

Unlike Dreand Em, however, 50 doesn’t
seem like he' drather beinthestudiothanin
the limelight. The Southside Queens native
isrelishing hismoment.

“I’ll show you my teeth so much you'll
get tired,” 50 joked recently about hisinces-
sant smiling. “You'll belike, ‘Man, isevery-
thing they said about him true? Because he's
out there showing histeeth like he'shappy.’

“He's brought back something that left when
Biggie died.” — Mary J. Blige

“When [you mest]

brought back something that left when
Biggie died, and that’s people can go out
and have agood time and party,” said Mary
J. Blige, who worked with the MC for her
upcoming album, Love and Life. “ They can
go to the club and dance to something that
feels good. Right now other than Jay-Z,
that’s the only thing that exists like that.

OI' Dirty lays down track with
pharrell before turning into a
pumpkin

NEW YORK —*“[t feelsgood being out
and just jumping back into my music,” the
ODB, ak.a. Dirt McGirt, said Thursday night
a Right Track studios. “1 like to hear myself
on the radio. | like how quick Roc-A-Fella
moves. They movetoo quick. Quick aslight-
ning. I’ mtalking about Superman, theLegion
of Doom, Flash.”

TheRoc canonly moveasrapidly asDirty
alowsthemto, whichispretty swiftly.

McGirt hasonly beenafreemanfor aweek
and aday (see“Ol’ Dirty Bastard Now Dirt
McGirt, Signs To Roc-A-Fella’) and already
he has two songs getting play on the radio.
Earlier in the week, Roc-A-Fella released
Dirty’s“Welcome Home” with NicoleWray,
and on Thursday a remake of sorts of KRS
One's*“Sound of Da Police,” which features
ODB, Beanie Sigel and Peedi Crakk, hit the
airwaves.

Thisis ODB’sfirst recording since be-
ing released back into society.

him, people will make
you think he's gonna
bemean,” said Lil’ Mo,
who'’s known 50 since
1999. “I got his auto-
graph for my little
brother. That's how |
haveit with him, we're
peoples. Now when |
seehiml’mlike,‘ You're
al right. If y’all ever
wanna come over, I'll
makeyou aplate.”
“What | appreciate
about 50 Cent is he's

1830Z.

“Stranded.”

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

Country Western Dance af [l “M

Tomorrow’s movie will be
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

A,

‘ﬁ""‘l‘fr il E-'n!

Benito Santiago drove in four runsin the Giants' rout on Friday.

Santiago breaks game open with
homer In eighth

ATLANTA — Benito Santiago credits the warm weather with
his production at the plate. Santiago and Jose Cruz Jr. each hit
three-run homers and drove in four runs apiece as the San Fran-
cisco Giantswon their sixth straight game, beating theAtlantaBraves
9-2 Friday night.

The win aso gave the Giants a 4-0 record on their road trip,
coming off athree-game sweep of the FloridaMarlins.

“1 love the hot weather. | grew up init. | wish we had 15 more
gameshere,” said Santiago, who was born in Puerto Rico. He went
2-for-3andraised hisaverageto .304.

“Right now I’'m going good,” said Santiago, who had a go-
ahead homer on Tuesday night, added two RBI in a win Wednes-
day and was given the day off Thursday.

The Giants pulled away from a3-2 lead in the eighth inning on
Santiago’s three-run homer to win a matchup of the teamswith the
NL’stwo best records. It wasthefirst timethe clubs have met since
San Francisco beat the Bravesin the first round of last year’s play-
offs.

Andruw Jones, who set a Braves' franchise record Thursday
with an RBI in hisninth straight game, went O-for-3 with awalk.

Santiago’s homer made it 6-2 in the eighth. He connected off
rookieleft-hander Jung Keun Bong after awalk to Rich Auriliaand
single by Barry Bonds.

He described his homer as* beautiful.”

“1 had swung too hard on the previous pitch, so | just told
myself to just settle down and get agood pitch to hit,” said Santiago.

Bonds went 2-for-5, stole a base and scored twice.

“You have good days and bad days. Today was a good day.
Now we'll rest and go again tomorrow,” he said.

Cruz was0-for-3 before homeringin the ninth. Jim Brower singled
and Auriliawalked before Cruz hit hiseighth homerun off Jm Dawley.

Brower picked up his second save with three scorel essinnings.

Santiago had asacrificefly in atwo-run sixth, with the other run
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coming on asacrificefly by Cruz.

Santiago singled and scored on asingle by Marquis Grissom in
thefirstinning off Greg Maddux.

Maddux (3-4) gave up five hitsand three runsin seven innings.

“| pitched good enough to lose, | guess,” said Maddux. “ Some-
times you have to win 2-1. It was a better game than the boxscore
will show. It was close for the most part.”

Rookie Jesse Foppert (2-2) made his fourth major league start,
giving up two runs and five hitsin six innings, his best effort since
losing 1-0 to the Philadelphia Phillies and Kevin Millwood's no-
hitter on April 27.

“1 knew | had to throw a good game to beat Maddux,” he said.
“He's agreat pitcher and it's kind of hard not to get caught up in
that.”

Both Atlantaruns came on solo homers. Chip-
per Jones hit one in the second and Marcus Giles
homered inthesixth.

Schilling picks up first shut-
out since April 7, 2002

PITTSBURGH — Curt Schilling has been
so good for so long, the Arizona Diamond-
backs usually don’t get overly excited when
he makes an exceptional start. Thistime, they did.

Schilling, finally looking like the dominating pitcher of
the last two seasons, limited slumping Pittsburgh to four
singlesin his first shutout in more than a year and the Dia-
mondbacks beat the Pirates 5-0 Friday night.

Rod Barajas drove in Arizona’sfirst two runs and Junior
Spivey hit athree-run homer asthe Pirates|ost their seventh
straight — matching their longest losing streak in two sea-
sons.

Schilling (2-2) was much better than he was Saturday
against Atlanta, when he allowed five runs and eight hitsin
five inningsin his first start since April 17. He was out for
25 weeks after his appendix was removed April 19.

“That's the Curt Schilling we like to see,” manager Bob
Brenly said. “The ball was jumping out of his hand. He throw-
ing 97-98, and he was moving the ball in and out, up and
down. When he's doing that, that's what can happen to a
ballclub.”

Retiring 16 of the first 17 batters, Schilling (2-2) struck
out 10 and walked nonein by far his most effective start this
season. He allowed at |east two runsin each of hisfirst five
starts, lasting more than six innings only twice.

See SPORTS, PageB5
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Romanians take 15t ever Kandahar run

Story and photo by
Spc. Jim Wagner
109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHARAIR FIELD, Afghanistan
— Romanian army Capts. Suciu loan and
Mihal Muresan took the first placein the
first Kandahar St. Michael’sAirborne As-
sociation run Thursday, crossing the fin-
ishlineside-by-side — nearly afull minute
ahead of the second-place runner, Spc.
Greg Harris, a radio telephone operator
with C Company, 3 Battalion, 504" Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 82™ Airborne Di-
vision.

|oan and M uresan finished the 6.2-mile
race in 36 minutes, 31 seconds, afull 43
seconds ahead of Harris, who finished
witha37:14 time. All three said the condi-
tions in Afghanistan affected their times.

“Because of the conditions, the heat
and the elevation, we ran slower,” loan
said. Hesaid anormal timefor a6.2-mile
racein Romaniais somewhereinthe mid-

placerunner.

Romanian army Capts. Suciu loan and Mihal Muresan
cross the finish together to win the 1% ever &. Michael’'s
Airborne Association Kandahar 6.2-milerun Thursday. The
two finished the race a full 43 seconds before the second-

Hicks, Headquarters and A
Company, 307" Logistics Task
Force executive officer, ap-
proximately 900 U.S., Romanian
and Italian soldiers signed up
for the event, and another 400
unit formations unofficially
participated in the race.

“It was awesome,” he said.
“Who would have though we'd
have morethan 1,300 run arace
in Kandahar, Afghanistan?’

A team of 45 volunteers
were instrumental in the suc-
cess of the event, Hicks said,
volunteers who manned the
water stations found at every
two-mile mark on the course,
set up and cleaned up after the
event, and kept track of thereg-
istered runners at the finish
line.

Because of the efforts of
the volunteers who were at the

31 minute range for himself and M uresan.
Harris said his pace puts him somewhere
around 34 minutes back inthe U.S.

Other factors contributing to a slower
run time was the uneven running surface,
which shifted from gravel to sand to black-
top throughout the course, making run-
ners more self-conscious of their stride.

The two Romanians were nothing but
modest over their convincing win Thurs-

day, thanking their American hosts and
the volunteers who made the race happen
inthefirst place.

“We'refeeling good, and want to thank
our colleagues and fellow runners,”
Muresan said. “It wasvery well organized.

“All of us that ran in the race today
are winners,” he continued, “and I'm
happy | was able to participate.”

According to race director Capt. Jerry

finish line, the race committee was ableto
hand out awards to the top winnersin the
six categories (broken down by sex and
age group).

Hicks made particular mention to the
medical staff on hand, in the air and on
the ground, in case of injury, and the en-
gineerswho watered down the course and
grated the back stretch of the coursefor a
more stable running surface.

RASCON, fromPageB1

ever since.”

Rascon’s airborne drive earned him master parachutist wings
along with many other awards. Aside from receiving the CMH,
Rascon holdsanumber of combat citationsfrom other countries. He
has been inducted into the Officer’s Candidate School Hall Fame
and has been named one of the most influential Hispanic Americans
by Hispanic Magazine. In hismilitary career he has served atotal of
14 years overseas to include seven years in Panama and two tours
inVietnam. Of the 3,400 CMH recipientsheisoneof 168 till living.

With all of these achievements “under his belt,” Rascon takes
little credit for himself, and attributesall hissuccessto the organiza-
tion who gave him the opportunity to succeed.

“The Army isthe only organization that gives you a chance for
successregardless of race, sex or creed,” said Rascon. “IntheArmy,
your performance is the only thing that is judged, not your family

background, education or social circle. The Army opened its gates
to me at the age of 17, and | have succeeded above and beyond
what anyone would have thought.”

In afew weeks Rascon will be departing Afghanistan to visit
troops involved in other operations in other parts of the world to
givethem hissupport and |et them know they have not been forgot-
ten.

“1 consider Afghanistan to be the quiet front but it is still the
front and a dangerous place,” said Rascon. “Even though combat
operations may be over, troops are still dying out here and it’'sim-
portant to let them know they have not been forgotten.”

“1 want the troops to know that it's not just Medal of Honor
recipients who make our nation great, but all men and women in
uniformwho serve our country,” he added. “Medal of Honor recipi-
entsare special, but they arejust regular servicemembersof all races
and cultures doing their duty for God and country, but most of all for
their comrades.”
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“I’ve probably been the worst starting pitcher
on the staff, and it’s been disappointing and frus-
trating,” said Schilling, who won 45 games the | ast
two seasons. “It's May, and | only had one victory.
The way things are going for us, I'm expected to
win.”

Schilling repeatedly got ahead in the count with
fastballs that reached 99 mph, then mixed in break-
ing balls and a splitter Pirates shortstop Jack Wil-
son said was unhittable.

“The ball was exploding out of his hand,” Wil-
son said. “You couldn’t even see the split. It got to
the plate and disappeared.”

The shutout was Schilling’s 18" and his first
since beating Milwaukee on April 7, 2002. He has
pitched one shutout in each of the last five sea-
sons.

With ace Randy Johnson out for another five
weeks following knee surgery, the Diamondbacks
badly need Schilling to return to his 23-win form of
last season. Before Friday, Schilling and Johnson
were acombined 2-4 — amajor turnaround from last
season, when they were 13-2 at this point of the
season.
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Solution from Friday’ sPercussion Session

Crossword in the Freedom Watch
(Courtesy of QUIZL AND.com)

2002 NBA standings
Eagern Conference
Atlantic
(2)New Jersey 49-33
(4)Philadelphia  48-34
(6)Boston 44-38
(8)Crlando 42-40
Washington 37-45
Central
(1)Detroit 50-32
(3)Indiana 48-34
(5)New Orleans  47-35
(MMilwaukee 42-40
Atlanta 35-47
Wesern Conference
Midwest
Q (1)SanAntonio 60-22
(3)Dallas 60-22
(4Minnesota 51-31
. (NUtah 47-35
Houston 43-39
Pacific
(2)Sacramento 59-23
(5)L.A. Lakers 50-32
(6)Portland 50-32
(8)Phoenix 44-38
Sesdttle 40-42
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Kandahar chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass
% 0630Z — Protestant worship

% 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints
worship

% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
% 1430Z — Gospel service

®,

®,

0,

0,

Monday
«» 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
«» 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

Tuesday

+ 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible
study

«» 1430Z — Protestant Bible study

Wednesday

«» 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass

< 1430Z — Protestant mid-week
service

Thursday
«» 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday

+» 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’ h prayer
+» 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn
service

Bagram chapel hours

Sunday

++ 05002 — Roman Catholic mass

+ 0630Z — Protestant worship

+ 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints worship

+ 1430Z — Gospel sarvice

Monday

+ 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

Tueday

+ 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

+ 1430Z — Protestant Bible study
Wednesday

++ 07002 — Roman Catholic mass

+ 1430Z — Protestant mid-week service
Thursday

+ 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

+ 1430Z — Gospd Bible study

Friday

+ 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

++ 0830Z — Idamic Jumaa h prayer

++ 1130Z — Orthodox Chrigtian hymn service
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer

Saturday

+0530Z — Seventh-Day Adventist worship
++ 1130Z — Orthodox Chrigtian DivineL iturgy
++ 1430Z — Gospe Choir practice

++ 1500Z — Rosary and prayers

K2 chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0330Z — Liturgica service

% 0430Z, 1200Z — Generd protestant service
+» 0600Z — Roman Ceatholic Mass

% 1300Z — L atter Day Saints
Monday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

% 12457 — Catholic Rosary and Mass
Tueday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

% 12457 — Catholic Rosary and Mass
+ 1430Z — Bible study

Wedneday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

% 12457 — Catholic Rosary and Mass
% 1430Z — Midweek Praise service
Thursday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

% 12457 — Catholic Rosary and Mass
Friday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

% 12457 — Catholic Rosary and Mass
+ 1430Z — Bible study

Saturday

% 0430Z — Devations and prayer

¢ 1200Z — Roman Ceatholic Mass

. Sunda
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer CCMOTE  + 06332 _ NemEraie
national service
Saturday Tuesday
% 0530Z — Seventh-Day Adventist Chapel & 14307 — Catholic ser-
worship -
+ 1130Z — Orthodox Christian Divine uc;zﬁe;/;rgyother Tuesday)
Liturgy . . hours < 1430Z — Bible study
«» 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice
Bagram K2 Kabul KAF
LR i} | W L8
W Ty & S& % 3%
y ﬂ —-C:}:_(’ m --C;:‘_l" KMTC chapel hours
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sl Wi o BT WA Friday
e " “E"é_ - j{, b k. 51; % 1530Z — Thank God It's
r Monday : -l :’,.Cg 2 ?' ;C;-j Friday fellowship and singing
s 1—.-\. - -
_'rar" } -f"ffr_‘rﬁ ; All eventsareheldin FOB195
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